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70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
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Lack of unity of invention 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
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Certain defects in the international application 
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PCT/JP2003/002923 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
j^l the international application as originally filed 

1 | the description: 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



1 | the claims: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



| ] the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I 1 the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

CJ contained in the international application in written form. 

I~l filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I the description, pages 

I the claims, Nos. . 



I the drawings, sheets/fig . 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

* ' — ■ beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70 11 7). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-19, 24, 25 



20-23 



7-11 



1-6, 12-25 



1-25 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 8-500547, A (Biotec Biologisch Naturverpackungen GmbH & Co., Forschungs und 
Entwicklungs KG.), 23 January, 1996 (23.01.96), the claims, page 6, line 9 to page 7, line 10 
Document 2: JP, 5-278738, A (Nishikawa Rubber Co., Ltd.), 26 October, 1993 (26.10.93), paragraph [0006] 
Document 3: US, 4207278, A (Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd), 10 June, 1980 (10.06.80), page 5, right 
column, lines 1-25, Fig. 3 

Document 4: JP, 5-285965, A (Kyowa Leather Cloth Co., Ltd.), 2 November, 1993 (02.1 1.93), the claims 
Document 5: JP, 5-320401, A (Nissei K.K.), 3 December, 1993 (03.12.93), paragraph [0013] 
Document 6: JP, 5-505211, A (Capital Marketing Invest CMI Aktiengesellschaft), 5 August, 1993 (05.08.93), 
page 4, lower left column, lines 2-14 

Document 7: JP, 51-62130, A (Toyo Kogyo K.K.), 29 May, 1976 (29.05.76), the claims, page 2, lower left 
column, lines 5-7 

Document 8: US, 5965080, A (Nissei K.K.), 12 October, 1999 (12.10.99), Abstract 

Document 9: JP, 7-224173, A (K.K. Fuji Keiki), 22 August, 1995 (22.08.95), paragraph [0017], Fig. 1 

Document 10: JP, 10-44159, A (K.K. Fuji Keiki), 17 February, 1998 (17.02.98), paragraphs [0001]-[0003] 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 
Continuation of : V 

The subject matters of claims 1-5, 18 and 19 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of 
documents 1-4. 

Document 1 describes that starch in slurry as a material for molding is foamed with steam in a molding 
die into a cup, and that film is used as a laminate material. 

A person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of (1) a constitution wherein a coating film of the 
biodegradable plastic described in document 2 is provided as the film described in document 1 and (2) a 
constitution wherein the mechanism described in documents 3 and 4 to discharge gas intervening between the 
coating film and the surface of the molding die through discharge holes to the outside of the cavity is provided 
in the die described in document 1. 

The subject matter of claim 6 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 2. 
Document 1 describes that flat film is introduced into the molding die. 

The subject matters of claims 7-1 1 appear to involve an inventive step in view of the documents cited in 
the ISR. None of the said documents describes that the mold is moved toward the engaging position in heating 
molding to deform the center of the coating film, and this feature would not have been obvious to a person 
skilled in the art. 

The subject matters of claims 12-15 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1-6. 
Documents 5 and 6 describe that the molding die is heated to a temperature of 150°C or more in foam-molding 
starch. 

The subject matters of claims 16, 17 and 25 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of 
documents 1-4 and 7. Document 7 describes that a fluororesin layer is formed on the surface of the molding die. 

The subject matters of claims 20-23 do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step in view of 
documents 9 and 10. Documents 9 and 10 describe a molding die having discharge holes through which gas in 
the cavity is discharged to the outside of that cavity. 

The subject matter of claim 24 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 5, 
9 and 10. Document 5 describes that insulation elements are provided between mold pieces to insulate them 
from each other. 
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